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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Caretta et al. (WO 03/009989 A1; published February 6, 2003). 

Regarding claim 1, Caretta et al. teach a continuous extruding system capable 
for use in a process of building a tire (page 11; lines 8-12) comprising: a) first extruder 
for kneading and extruding a material (page 19; line 5; Figure la), b) a strainer capable 
of removing foreign substances from a material supplied from the first extruder (page 
19, lines 5-9), c) a first forming nozzle for extruding a first ribbon (page 19, line 10), d) a 
second extruder for kneading and extruding the material (page 19, lines 14-26), e) a 
gear pump for delivering the product to a second forming nozzle (page 20, lines 27-34), 
and f) a second forming nozzle (page 20, line 34). 

Regarding claim 3, Caretta et al. teach and disclose a continuous method for 
producing an elastomeric composition, suitable for building a tire (page 1 1 ; lines 8-12) 
comprising a) kneading and extruding a supplied rubber material by means of a first 
extruder (page 19; line 5; Figure la), b) removing foreign substances from the rubber 
material by means of a strainer, wherein the rubber material is supplied from the first 
extruder (page 19, lines 5-9), c) forming a first rubber ribbon by extruding the rubber 
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material from a first forming nozzle (page 19, line 10), d) receiving said first rubber 
ribbon and kneading and extruding the rubber material by means of a second extruder 
(page 19, lines 14-26), e) delivering the rubber material discharged from the second 
extruder to a second forming nozzle by means of a gear pump (page 20, lines 27-34), 
and f) continuously extruding the second rubber ribbon through a second forming nozzle 
(page 20, line 34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Caretta et 
al. (WO 03/009989 A1; published February 6, 2003) in view of Elia et al. (U.S. Patent 
4,892,473; issued January 9, 1990). 

As to claim 2, Caretta et al. teach the rubber extruding system of claim 1 as 
discussed in the 102(b) rejection above, but do not explicitly disclose disposing the 
second continuous rubber extruder so that it supplies the rubber ribbon directly to a tire- 
building drum. However, Elia et al. teach that it is well known in the art of producing 
tires to feed the discharge of the extruder to a tire building drum (col. 1, lines 16-20). 
Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the claimed invention to supply the rubber ribbon produced from the second 
extruder, as it leaves the second forming nozzle after being pumped with the gear 
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pump, to a tire-building drum as taught by Ella et al. because Caretta et al. teach the 
applicability of the rubber product produced in their apparatus to the production of tires 
(page 11; lines 8-12). As such, the claimed invention as a whole is rendered obvious 
over the combined teaching of the prior art. 



Conclusion 

All claims are rejected. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeff Wollschlager whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 4:45, 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be reached on 571-272-1 196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). , 
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